
[image: image1.png]



PLAISTOW BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES:
DATE:  Thursday, January 15, 2009
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  6:14 pm

SELECTMEN PRESENT:

Chairman, John Sherman

Vice Chairman, Daniel Poliquin 
Selectman, Charles Blinn 
Selectman, Robert Gray

Sean Fitzgerald – Town Manager
SELECTMEN ABSENT:

Selectman, Lawrence Gil - excused
MINUTES:

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

No public wishing to comment.
AGENDA:
2009 Operational Budget

2009 Default Budget

Warrant Articles

J. Sherman discusses reasons for meeting, how many meetings there will be tonight and the order of the meetings (BOS meeting, BUDCOM meeting, Public Hearing, BOS meeting and then BUDCCOM meeting) and the information pertaining to the Petitioned Warrant Article.  He discusses the agenda of the meeting:  2009 Operational Budget, 2009 Default Budget and Warrant Articles and the paperwork with print date of 1/15/09 for Playground at Old County Road (PARC) Petition reading the wording of the Article and the Intent.

C. Blinn discuses required signatures of the Petition.
R. Gray notes we have 2 Articles, one submitted by Selectmen (Warrant Article P-09-04) and one submitted by Petition (Article P-09-XX) noting the easiest thing to do is eliminate the Warrant Article which will eliminate confusion.

J. Sherman suggests voting on the Petition first.  He notes the difference between the 2 Articles is the dollar amount, noting the Warrant was $100,000 then changed to $50,000 with the thought of spreading the cost over 2 years and the Petition is with the idea of funding the playground in one year.  He discusses spending $50,000 this year and next year noting the Petition is for the full $100,000 with feedback from the Budget meeting.  He notes BUDCOM voted not to recommend Warrant Article P-09-04 for the $50,000 noting that they would prefer to see a Warrant for entire amount instead of half.
D. Poliquin agrees it will create confusion.  He discusses revote on the Article put forth last week noting he will revote not to recommend.  He discusses the disagreements and the people wanting to have it done over and over with.  He discusses $50,000 being able to build a shelter and encumbering the leftover for the following year and then moving forward with another Article for the playscape. 
J. Sherman notes the way the original Article was written you cannot encumber the funds.
D. Poliquin notes then the wording could be changed.

J. Sherman notes he would like to see this project finished and discusses wrapping up the project this year, noting the Warrant Article can be voted on by people directly.
C. Blinn reiterates what Danny was saying.  He discusses cutting the budget and keeping everything equal noting this probably worked but this goes against principles of the budget that they were trying to adhere to.  He notes the Petition Article Intent is too wordy and suggests shortening it.  For the record he wants people to know this went away from where we were at.
Motion by R. Gray to recommend Petition Article P-09-XX.
2nd by C. Blinn.
R. Gray notes he is all in favor for Rec however he cannot support the $100,000 and notes he is voting not to vote to recommend he thinks we cannot afford the entire $100,000 this year.
Vote 1-3-0.
J. Sherman reiterates this is not recommended by BOS.
J. Sherman inquires about Warrant Article P-09-04.
Motion by R. Gray to recommend to remove Warrant Article P-09-04 from the ballot.
2nd by D. Poliquin.
R. Gray discusses eliminating this Article.
J. Sherman suggests rewording the motion to recommend and then vote against if not in favor.
Motion by R. Gray to revote Warrant Article P-09-04 to recommend Warrant Article P-09-04.
2nd by D. Poliquin.
Vote 0-4-0.
J. Sherman notes BOS is not recommending Article 4 and it will be removed from the Warrant.
J. Sherman notes recommendation is not to take action now until after the Public Hearing.
BOS Meeting is recessed at 6:36 pm.
Selectmen reconvene at 8:20 pm.
SELECTMEN PRESENT:

Chairman, John Sherman

Vice Chairman, Daniel Poliquin 

Selectman, Charles Blinn 

Selectman, Lawrence Gil   

Selectman, Robert Gray

Sean Fitzgerald – Town Manager

J. Sherman notes the intent for the continuation of this meeting is to discuss anything that came up at the Public Hearing suggesting to start with changes that the Budget Committee made for recommendations.  He notes we do not have to agree but as courtesy we usually do.
S. Fitzgerald notes BUDCOM met the other night and recommended several changes and identified corrections: Title on Zoning Budget noting it is clerical, Fire Department has a clerical error in the detail that was changed regarding mileage on diesel fuel, noting he held a discussion with the Chief and it is adequate.
J. Sherman discusses Public Administration adjustment to the funding for the gasoline oil line#1 noting incorrectly calculated at regular gas and should have been diesel noting it is page 44.
Motion by R. Gray that we approve Public Works Administration in the amount of $263,181.
2nd by D. Poliquin.
Vote 5-0-0.
Motion passes.
J. Sherman discusses Water Distribution’s text change.
S. Fitzgerald notes the fuel line needed to reflect diesel price noting there is no concern about the number being carried in the budget.
S. Fitzgerald discusses the 10 key error in the Recreation Budget noting the clerical error in Community Trips however not budget number change.  He discusses the Cultural Budget reduction made to Parade line by $5,500 in Events and Activities line noting the new bottom number is $21,619.
R. Gray discusses Old Home Day Committee’s conversations regarding significant costs to have bands march in the parade and he does not think $10,000 is adequate.
Board discusses Cultural Budget.
R. Gray’s recommendation is not to eliminate but to restore the budget.
J. Sherman notes we already have recommended so we do not have to revote.  He discusses Fireworks and how it is up to the Old Home Day Committee divide up the money on how they spend their budget money.  He questions the Board on if they wish to take any action.
L. Gil notes he does not wish to take any action.
J. Sherman notes no change they are staying with their recommendation.
S. Fitzgerald notes Budget Committee voted on $7,352,500 which reflects what the Budget Committee Budget is.  He notes $7,358,000 will be the Board of Selectmen’s recommendation for the bottom line of the Operating Budget.
J. Sherman discusses Warrant Article P-09-01 and asks for recommendations noting Board needs to make a vote.  He notes the motion would be to recommend and if you do not want then you would vote no.
R. Gray notes he will vote to recommend the Operating Budget and discusses amendment at Deliberative Session. 

Motion by R. Gray to recommend Warrant Article P-09-01 in the amount of $7,352,500.
2nd by L. Gil.
J. Sherman notes the motion is to recommend this amount which is the same as the Budget Committee.
R. Gray notes for the record the Board is in favor of not eliminating.
J. Sherman notes the motion is to recommend yes or no.
Vote 5-0-0.
Motion carries.
J. Sherman discusses Playground Warrant Article noting it was discussed before this meeting noting the situation is that we could take a different vote depending on the information from the Public Hearing.  He notes personally he did not hear anything to make a change.

Meeting adjourned at 8:37 pm.   
Respectfully Submitted,

Audrey Michaud
Town of Plaistow ( Board of Selectmen


145 Main Street ( Plaistow ( NH (03865 











January 15, 2009

Page 1 of 5

